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in Rome. But any one can see the natural antagonisms of interest,
and perhaps of aim, which divide their peoples. Anyone can see
that the Italian Dictator is hard-pressed. In Abyssinia his con-
quest has proved a curse. The strength and resources of the
industrious, amiable Italian people, are draining away. Abyssinia
is occupied, but not subdued, Agriculture and industry are at a
standstill. A very large army is being maintained far from, home
at a ruinous cost. The Italian people are being overstrained and
impoverished. Their standards of living have noticeably declined,
They can hardly purchase across the Exchange the many com-
modities they need to maintain the crushing weight of the armaments
they have been called upon to bear. The violent seizure of Austria
by Nazi Germany exposes Italy to direct contact with a far stronger
aggressive power and the German leaders already speak of a road
being opened to the Mediterranean, and to what they call " the
riches of Africa." Even the Fascists of Italy, the Party-men, are
asking themselves whether all this is to the permanent safety and
advantage of their native land. Here then again, all is not well
with Dictatorial power. Behind the horseman sits* dull care.
At this feast they might read like Belshazzar, the handwriting
on the wall.
Let us come farther to the west, The agony of the Civil War
continues* Had it been only a Spanish quarrel fought out by
Spaniards, we might have averted our eyes from its horrors; but
the shameful intrusions of Dictator powers with organised troops
and masses of munitions under the deceitful masquerade of Non-
intervention, has invested their struggles with an added bitterness
and a significance which extends far outside the Spanish Peninsula.
But the Republican Government is still resisting. The end may be
long delayed. The sympathy of the United States has become
manifest in a remarkable degree* We may still cherish the hope
that our country which has acted in entirejjood faith may yet
find the means of mediating between the combatants, and helping
both sides to reach some settlement which will make Spain a home
for all her people.
But this brings me to the best news of all France and England,
the two Parliamentary democracies of the West, have come together,
openly and publicly, in a defensive alliance, they are making
common cause, and are taking the necessary measures in common
for their mutual safety, and for the defence of the principles of
freedom and free Government for which they stand. But wh-fct is
this but a first and most important step towards collective MOTrat
Do we not all feel safer because the French and Bdtidx £*0|
15

